
Write short Notes on the following topics.
1. Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales
Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales (c. 1387–1400) is a groundbreaking work in Middle English literature. Organized as a pilgrimage to the shrine of Saint Thomas Becket at Canterbury, the book has 24 stories within a planned 120-story framework. Through more than 30 pilgrims with a range of social backgrounds, Chaucer presents a microcosm of 14th-century English society. Using genres like romance, fabliau, and moral allegory, he merges realism and satire to denounce human folly and hypocrisy. Chaucer's cultured use of Middle English made it a rightful literary vehicle.

2. Langland's Piers Plowman
William Langland's Piers Plowman (c. 1360–1387) is an allegorical poem of about 7,000 lines, surviving in the A, B, and C texts. In alliterative verse, it describes a visionary search in which the dreamer, Will, seeks the personifications of Truth, Dowel, Dobet, and Dobest. Honest work and spiritual honesty are represented by the central figure, Piers. Langland's vision of morals uncovers ecclesiastical rot, social injustice, and late medieval England's moral degeneration. Reflected in the intellectual and spiritual discontent leading up to the Peasants' Revolt of 1381, the poem is a depth study of Christian ethics and social conscience.

